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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

€. MANN
yronMEyY GENERAL

Honorabls Bascoa Giles '
Commimsioner, General Land Office

Austin, Texas
Dear Kr. Giless plnion Ro, O
Idabilitv e: NS e
$2.00 per acre snnoal
inder State

to whether or
by sOvering 494
ounty, 1s obliga-

puynnats

Tou have requested i
not the lesses under State Ltna-
scres of the b:& of Cow Bayoy :
ted to pay the State e

In connepticqh with ¢this request yoa.htte farnished
affidovits of varidps I tics resiting substance, that
the ll:lcnn ar ltct 214, priar and nublaqnlnt to

the enaeo ariiled a2t lssst five wells
and cxpond { ae WOG<00 in developing said lesse,

) wow pending in the Court of Civil Appsals
at Austin tion whiuh the Etate 18 asserting that the
Lezials : asdanse of a permit or lease, oannot
sonstitudiondlly degreage, releass or extinguish the liabilivy
of a lessed or\permittas of University land for the $2.00
per sore aunval ‘piymafits provided for by statutes iz foroe

srmjh is Llsrued, The Distriaet Court hes ree
fased to follow e oontention and the ease abould be deoided

by the Gourt of Civlil Appeals in the near future., If the
Appellate Courts siould overrule our contentions with respect

%0 the siatutes dealing with Usniversity leases, it would
tscessarily folilow thet irticle 5344, insofar as 1% is appli-
¢able to the faucis presented in your opinion recuest, aperates
88 & valid relsase O the reguirement {or peymant of the 2,00
per acre annual paymesnts provided for in original lease Ho,6814,

NO COMMUNICATION [ TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRSY ASEIBTANT



Hon, Bascom Gilea, Page 2

In view of the pending litigation ws &0 not
believe it proper or advisable for us to render an
opinion at this time., As soon as the above litigation
has been decided we will furnish you with sn opinion
which will of ocourse oconform to the decision of the
Appellate Court.

Yours very truly

PIRS
ANEY GENERAL Robert ¥{ Kepke
ATTO Assistant
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